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380 MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES 

A Schiller-Letter prom Chicago 

The Public Administrator of Cook County, Illinois, recently took 
charge of the estate of Julius Doerner, an antiquarian collector, 
whose library of about 100,000 volumes is now on exhibition in the 
Northwestern University Building, Chicago. 

Included in this collection is the last sheet of a manuscript letter 
of Schiller, much faded by exposure, but manifestly authentic. It 
reads as follows: 

wenn Sie zu des HE. Geh. Baths Bureau kommen konnen, so 
haben Sie doch die Giite, das Theater Exemplar der Natiirl. 
Tochter zu suchen, unci mir zu schicken. Es ist ein expresser 
Bote aus Berlin von Iffland hier, der es dringend verlangt, unci 
weil ein hundert Thaler dabei zu verdienen sind, so wird es unserm 
HE. Geh. Rath gewiss lieb seyn. Es hat durchaus keinen Verzug, 
denn wenn es nur 2 Posttage spater kommt, so ist das Werk ge- 
druckt, und Iffland braucht es alsdann, clem HE. Geh. Path nicht 
mehr zu bezahlen. 

Thr ganz ergebener 

Schiller. 

Letter 1868 of Jonas' s edition of Schiller's correspondence shows 
that the latter actually sent Iffland the manuscript of Die natiirUche 
Tochter by messenger on May 3, 1803. Goethe was absent in 
Lauchstadt, but Schiller was " fortunately able to get at bis 
papers," and assumed the responsibility for taking possession of 
the author's copy. 

Our Chicago letter was probably written on or about the same 
day, inasmuch as the " express messenger " was in waiting. I am 
of the opinion that it was addressed to Christian e Vulpius, who 
remained at home during this journey of Goethe's (Goethes Briefe. 
No. 4653) ; the basis for the request seems specially reckoned for 
her appreciation. Professor Kurrelmeyer suggests that the letter 
may have been meant for Goethe's secretary, who doubtless had 
access to his papers. The reason for haste given in the last sen- 
tence is exaggerated, since Cotta's Tasclienbnch aiif dan Jain- 1804. 
in which the plav was first printed, did not appear until October, 
1 803. 

If Christiane was the recipient, the letter is the only one we know 
as having been addressed her by Schiller, who had anything but a 
cordial feeling for Goethe's domestic relations. 

James Taft Hatfield. 

A 1 orthwestem University. 



